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Capebility of the Surply ILines for the Viet Cong
wnd Lo Thect of Interdiction Ojerstions

1. Pagery

th Yietnam in eoomerciicon with the Viet Cong (VC) ms considerabdle
eoradilisy o infiltrete men and surplies into the Republle of Sonth Vietnom
{FM) by 2asd opd by sea. The generally rugged terrain end ldense vegela-
tion alsug the inland bordor of the BV comceals sn extenzive trail network
thats connects with Commist -eontrolled roofls in fnom. The long nerthern
eoagt 1ine with many good lnnding benches and the extepsive netvork of
rivern and cznals in the Delta previde an excellent envirommert end mmercus
crporivnitice for $ofiltration by sges. A lorge variety of ronles oen le
uesd, theretore, to infiltrote men ond surplies into the RVH.

Inciltration of mea takes plece rrincipally over the land routes through
Ioos becrusc grovps of ren moving over tmils are lesp ltkely to ba Getected
than 27 moved by ghip. The teatl route eiso has the advonisge of sdsrling
the men rinsicnlly and royehologieally to the 1ife as insurgents. Onlr a
few men in groups of thres or four, vainly agents and ghilled technfclans,
are knmr B0 hove been 4nfiltroted by gea.

The -rinciiel lamd rortes begin with truck routes in Forth Vietnam end
erd in 5 netverk of tralls croooing into the RV, OFf possidly less Inpor-
tares ore trafla leading fron Combodia to VO gtrengholds in the pouthern
part of 7Y near the border. The copability cf the land routes to doliver
gaterisia into Oouth Vietmsr: derends in the end on the muder of porters
5 thal the Corwniots ese it t0 allceabe for this purposs. It
13 ectirnted tha one rercried Infiliration syster invelving eboud 2900
rowtern nnl ruards prelably deliversd about 1 short ton rer Qay {mg frem
the souihern pors of Horth Vietnem into Thua Thien Frovince of the BVI.

A pecently copmtructed ros? (route 90) reduces the length of this porter
mystes, ond wowld perwii the raome £,000 ren to deliver ebout 2 STFD through-
cut the vesv. Moreover, during the dry seascn from Decexber 1064 through
B 1006, data obieined by the rosd watch teoms on the truck routes in Loos
andicate Shas about T30 tone An eddttion to the DIA ertimnoted €,550 tome
needed tirouskout the revy Ty Cormumist forces in the Panhandle of Lacse
were o od by iruck into thet crea. Thua, 1f the DIA estimate of require-
vents 1o valld, T30 %onn, ¢r rbout & BTFD were available for infiliraticn
into she MU during this pericd over 3 second roula.

DIA review(s) completed.
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The oir ptrikes egainst the surrly routes in North Vietnss and Ison
hove created difficulties and have redvced the carucity of eni incressed
the cogt of transpors. This reducticon 4n emractidy, bowever, 414 nod af
feot the numter of trucks being noved Suring the recant dry sszuon because
the rotunl sversge number of trucks movedl per day was only ebout hald the
esirated oot etrike onrecity of the lirtting sectors of the route.

Mo sen routen have a grealer potentlal for dnfilitration of rupplies
than do Inad routes ot have Lecn leas affected by nir sirlkes, bub we hove
rroctienlly no evidence on the extent t¢ vhich this rotential is being
wtilived., The lares rusber of pative emaft that noremlly orevate along the

oonet of the BV mokes exceedingly difficult the interdiction of the lcyth
Tietron or VC erms corviers. [

I
I [Ehers ray be atout JOJ mmtive
eraT: alloscied to this operation at any one tims. I these éraft wera
cuccassNill enployed in pen Lafiltrstion operaticns they wonld beve the
capmbility to doliver shout 75 SIFD dally slong the coset of the PV
[ larper cyaft, irelud-
irg perchart ehizg, Tinve been used In the rost to dellver surplies to the
¥C. fThese rhire couldl heve delivered large swounts of gurplies. In view
of the relativelr low dolly suiply requiverenta of the VO from adrood,
howpver, thae ectoal quantities delivered by these shivs are entimated to
have been gmall. WAtk the rresent increese in noval potrols ond tha
fmrroverent In the surweillrmnre of gueh orsfl thelr coniriludion to the

stty of the W in the future jeosihly will not be very lerge.

In swmmary, therefvre, Imeed on fragrentsry intelligence, there e:pears

1o %o a currens cappbility to infiltrate purpliesn, es follous: a. by
lsnd, € BIYD Juring the dry eenson (about 6 montha) end 2 BTPD Guring the
roliny swaaon, anl b, Dy sen, about T3 Z0TD by motive creft and a grell
omemt dsily - 68y no moye than 5 877D - Yy ghip. Interdiction oreva-
¢{ions have orea’ed A1friculties, Tut have not affected the carabilities

of the surnwly lines.
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TI. Overland Surply Lioes

A. Introduction ’ o

Surrlfes destined for infiltration to the Viet Cong {VC), as voll
as suprlies for Corsunist forces in Ieos, move by truck from the Vinh erea
4n Morth Vietnmm fnto Leoa. During the dry season mest of the (yucks move
down route 14 to route 15%, follow routes 15 snd 12 into Leos thromsh
Mu Gia Pass, end proceed scuth on routs 23%% to gupply dumps locoied nlong
routes 23 ond 9. This route is used from about rid-Decerber t gh Yoy :
ey June when route £3 con omly intermdttently be used by lrucks. nprlies J
for forves in the sonthern tip of the Panhendle of Laos and for Infiltre- '
tiom are drmm Crom these &umrs throughout the year and moved by truck east
o route 9 to Pan Dong ond pouth on route $2. During the recent dry cea-
gon route O° vag extended south end east townrd the South Vietpsmere horder.
A second youte -~ the one used to infiltyate men from Horih to South Viet
nem -- also traverees [acs in the rovement of sove surplies to the foath
Vietnamese btorder. This route, which iz yrobdably used mostly durirg the
reiny secgon when route 03 I3 ususlly closed to truck traffic, fnvolves ;
tpock movemsnts south from Virh to the area of the Pemilitariced Zome pear o
the Lactian border. From thers the surrlies are rortered to Fon Dong along
the ncrthern rart of routs 02 {vhich in the srea consiste of a pumber cf !
tyeila, powe of vhich nre at best jeepsble tralls In the d&ry pemson). 2%
Pon Dong whers this route joins the one deserited adove, the supplies can i
be loaded on txucks mgein for rovement socuth on route 92. TPart of the
tyasl evsten north of route 9 is payelleled by a river that is pavigable F
for native craft. Trom the scuthers part of route 92 supplies are scved
further conth within Laecs by oative craft end by men over trails end ]
eventually into South Vietmom by portera om a netwark of traile. These
trails ress through rugsed terrain snd dense vegstation reking then in- i
wigivle Trom the air. '

B. Capability of Cupply Lines

Desore ths bridges oed chokepoints were beozbed, the limiting sec~
toy of the truckable routes into laos was route 23, with a &ry seacon
eapstty of ebout 00 ghort tons {or sbout 130 to 135 trucks carrying 3 ’
tons each) esch way per day (TWPD). The &ry seascn capecity throughcut

T The riher of this route in North Vietnam wes formerly celled 12 or

15/12.
a% Tn this remorandum the only section of route 23 lLeing discusced is

that yortion betveen routes 12 and 9.
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the revte wmo reduced by Tm‘r"m to ehowrt 100 tope {30 tc: 35 trucus) IIPD.
- Thea ooat of vcwmg this queritity froo Vinh vonld be greetly incressged Ly
tha pecessity of jortering or fwmrzng tha pulplies b tires around chcks-
rolinta oy av:;:ms ptrasy a? requiring nbout 1,000 to 1,500 poxrers ot euch
portage ol inoreasing tha vercent of the earpliss Yool Ly looskags and
rilferaps. AL the mae** tire route 23 reohably is rob t¥uckalle tleoungh
ot em all days, b op eome davs pmris of 1% jwchably ecan Ye used Iox
fruek tralffic. Dupring oot peiny sensons the road catloned Lo be vsed
40 some astent by trooys veliking and by yoviers corrying evpnllies.

Tha camacity of the secend poute -- the trall route from m'w the
Demilitarived Tong to B Donp oo route © -« depends 40 stie extent on
how rany porievs ore used. Ba*‘m route 87 was extended aed nm&a& to
8 road, this Lrell netuwcs® ws rerorted to have bteem uililized by sbemt
2,000 pearde ond portexs. T% is estirated that this sysies was mgnhm
of deidvwrion ohout 1 shord o&z Fex Ory from reay the Demilitoxfired Zona
throush inos inte Thoa Thien Frovipoe c}i’ Bouth Tietnam. Now t%mt ghovt
com-half oF thia route is tmczrah:m the vhole veer, It would be pessiile
for the e 2,070 men b delliver 2 BTFD. A

C. Hocuirements Pfor Treors in Lece ond Fntimated Tounsge Delivered

Abews 13,000 Pathat Lno end Forth Vietnssese troope sre located in
the Phhandle of Imos secved by reute 3. Thess fovnes roquive logistieal
surnert Trom Dopth Vietrorn, presently estimnced by DA to bo 21 mm tons
yer dny {B7F:) for all cingses of suprlles. In ef“'ut::m, abemxt & ETTD of
eurtiles cre regrired to rnalntela the mpply rout 3 duzrlng the dry sepain.
e the totnd surily Wc“irm*ent in the aren ia 21 §F9D during the reiny
peagen ord IO 0D duplne the dvy seamtn, weking a L6tal ananld mwim«»
mgr‘*' o nearty 5,500 870D per jear. The supriion svallsble for fnfilira-

tton o tha VO zm"h e the rount deliversd to this cree in evessg o7
thi's megnlyerant.

1% 17 eatixabed that rore than this ermmwud reguirvemant for the
Coemrmnigh Torres In Laca wan ioved by teuck 2owm roate 23 during the re-
cons dry geascn. A ropd mtch teenm locsted on o nmem ort of routa

23 ohearved - ue- read on 33‘“ ave of the 157 &yn from 00 Deceslay 170
thraouh 78 Mov 1063 apd rejorted n level of traffic 'LE:‘" voe estimsed to
raye sogn 17 Lrucks pey Moy coving sonth {exceluding trucks chserved to
" Y earrying lroors and mzr\ I? 4% 40 ascired thot each itrvck carried
2 ghort tors vl that thls level of trafific wos cantinued for & popthe,¥

Yrene dpuols coadd bave dellveved 2,310 tona. This estlrute o

-

% T Cnnopat 1( s of the rord tdicated that teeffic noved ovaer it frem 2
Decenber 107 hromgh 25 Hay 1905 vhen the reed-watch tesm vap foxeed by
gnesy netden o leave 1te post. It ia spoumed that traffic setuellkr con-
timed For oo losst ancotler 30 days during the wainy season nltw
reeeinly ver oo pacegesiye dxs after 25 Hay.

-h .
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daltvered tomage 1o atout T20 tons rore than the estimated annmal fequire-
pert for the crea. It is possible to conclule, therefore, that b WD
during the dr sesson were probadbly svallable in the Pophandls of ILaos for
infiltrotion to the VO and en additional emoamt could have arrived by tralls
from the southern yart ¢f Nerth Vietnsm, and that the trail petwork could
eanily have had the caracity to &sliver this tomnapge into Couth Vietnam.

I% is believed, hovever, that only en smount sufficient to supply VO forces
along the irlend border in the northern provinces vould da logically moved
tr this route st present. Bea infiliration to other areas of South Viet-
rem rrobebly is much essier ond less costly. The trail route 1s likely
paintanined :minly to provide a fairly safe route for infiltration of men.

It con also bte conclnded from the available dxta that the brebing
of the transnort routes rrobnbly did not affect the ectusl tommage fe-
lvered intc [nos by truck. On the average route 23 waas only used ot ebont
ene -hal? its rost.strike capacity of 30 to 35 trucks per day. During
Jangary and FPebruary en average of 15 trucks per day ware cboerved going
aocuth each ronth. After the tombing began, on average of 16 ¢rucks per
day vere ctserved going south in Mareh, 21 in April, ond 14 in May.

D. Tand Reutes fror Carbodia

The VC also obtain eupplies, mainly food end emall amounts of M4
tary surrlies, from Carmbodia by using porters end cmugglers vho pingle
with porwal viliage traffic to cross the lightly patrolled border. In
sddition to the vater iInfiltration route along the Mehong River (which is
included an jert of the next section on supply lines by gea), evidence
indtcates ¢hot tralls ere used to0 cropa the border yrincirelly iete Tay
Nirh Prevince, which is for the post part controlled by the VC. Interro-
gaticn reporis imdicate that porters have pode yegulay trirs inte U:rbodia
in this arecs to recelve tuprlies that have been transyrorted by ox cart to
the surrly roint. .

The rapadbility of these rontes to rove ril{tary supplies through
Cexdodin proiably hes been fairly low, however, rrobebly due to the fact
that the Camtodian govermment hae not afficially scknovledged involvement
vith the VC. A large moverment would be difficult to conceal, and the
pretent cammbilidy is prcbedbly less than ome ton per day.

IXXI. Bupply Lines by Sen

The Berullic of South Vietnam (BVN) has about 50,000 eraft of all
tyves plying olong its 1,500 mile cosmtline dally, of vhich the RV Faval
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% - L day. Omall cpelft
twol hos Teen ghle to check lees then <@ percant AT , ,
?;zgoiamm:s end grryens oan dischorge mes and mga ab g@émg m‘g .
of mm'ima clomg the benchea, coves, rivers ood canals af?%ﬁm'by o
mrgw evaft ircluding rerchant ehiys esn discherge ca:mo e 4.;: . m e
nee of sroll craft os lighters. A major mroblen im‘ﬁ n the ! maiew
sion of svfiltrstion of rem and esurplies by sea is mvc rict .awmm t'}’xiu,
&igeipline rointained by the Yorth Vietnamese ond the engnged ,

operalion.
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; eeom mpall pumbers of highly tredned persomrel to ba used for
mmm gwﬁmr jurpores vithin the VC orgonirzedton 1t is not belie:md
that roxy persommsl have been infiltrated by sen. It is estimbg& that
the Twlk of rilttary reinforcements for the VO pske thelr vay to South

tnam cver the land infiltrotlon rostes.

e abilitr to condition persormel physically end rarehologieally for .:
service with the VD Curing the land inflliraiion rrocess pleys B lexga ;
mart in reintalning this yolicy. Angther factor ia thatt the presenca of B
lorme nubers of rersonnel o0 he pes infiltration craft vowld rresent s
Jetter torpel for Lnterdliction by tleynl. patyols.
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